














Olive grove of Rozza

Beneath Nusera, the path crosses the street, which
unites the village with the canton’s street, in close
proximity to a barrier and continues downhill to the
locality Rozza, where, in 1999, with the assistance of
the Swiss Fund for Landscape an olive grove with
agroforestry management has been planted containing
four varieties for olive oil production (Frantoio, Leccino,
Maurino and Pendolino). This kind of planting respects
the guidelines of Bio-Suisse, a Swiss association of
the organizations for organic farming. In the lower part
of the plot you will notice an old, still fruitful olive tree.
The two panels (nr. 4 and 5) in Rozza briefly illustrate
the history of the olive tree in the southern part of
Switzerland and its botanical characteristics.




At the landing-stage of Gandria you can see an old olive
tree planted at the beginning of the last century: 10 min
height and a 45 cm diameter trunk base. The studies of
the landscape components of Gandria have declared this
olive tree, called of “Carlin” (name of the person to whom
it belonged), to be one of the precious trees of the muni-
cipality and worthy of protection because it represents
the characteristic flora of the surrounding landscape.
Panel nr. 6 describes the importance of the olive oil to the
Mediterranean history.

The olive tree of “Carlin” — in the background the Monte San Salvatore
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Coat of Arms of Verda de Olivetis

Starting at the landing-stage of Gandria you can climb
up a few meters to the store “Arcovia” inside a build-
ing, which is recorded among the historical and artis-
tic monuments of the Ticino Canton. In the 5th centu-
ry, such a house belonged to the Verda de Olivetis (or
de Olivis), a patrician family of Gandria, no longer in
existence; its Coat of Arms is still displayed above the
store’s fireplace. The shield portrays an olive tree and
two lilies. The Verda family produced a group of illus-
trious men, as for istance Giovanni Battista (1582-
1648) who became the court chancellor of the German
Empire under Ferdinand Il and was awarded in 1623
with the title of the Baron of Verdenberg and again in
1630, the title of Count of Namest. Panel nr. 7 points
out the Mediterranean olive harvest methods.




Did you find the information on the panels interesting? Perhaps
you would like to reread it again, at home in your easy chair? The
“Friends of the Olive Tree’ association and the Fund of
Naturalistic and Archeological Sites of Gandria (F.SNAG) have
published a brochure where all the texts of the panels are inclu-
ded and illustrated. You can purchase the brochure for CHF 5, -
at the Lugano Tourismws.and Ticino Tourism offices, at the
Navigation Society of,Lake Lugano, in restaurants, hotels and
shops. in Gandria, at post offices and the district office in Lugano
(old municipality of Castagnola), or order directly from our web-
site: www. ti-edu.ch/_sirssu/fsnag
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